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alarm, but fearcely left a moment’s time
to fly from the general deftruction.

e was on the morning of this fatal day,
between the hours of nine and ten, that I
was' {at down in my apartment, juft
finithing a letter, when the papers and
table I 'was writing on, began to tremble
with a gentle motion, twhich rather
furprized me, as I could not perceive a
breath of wind ftirring ; whilft I was re-
flecting with myfelf what this could be
owing to, but without having the leaft
apprehenfion of the real caufe, the whole
houfe began to thake from the very foun-
dation; which at firft I imputed to the
rattling of feveral coaches in the main
ftrect, which ufually paffed that way, ae
this time, from Belem to the Palace ; but

" on’ hearkening more attentively, T was

foon undeceived, as I found it was owing
toa ftrange frightful kind of noife under
ground, refembling the hollow diftant

~ rumbling
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