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THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE OF LISBON.

By E. J. Pereira.
(Read October 51, 1887

On the 15t November, 1755, at about 9.40 a.m., the lown of
Lisbon was almost entirely destroyed by one of the most ap-
palling and calamitous earthquakes that ever occurred in
Europe. This earthquake was followed by several other violent
shocks, which caused a tremendous loss of life, calculated to
have been between ffly and sixty thousand persons. The
‘most extraordinary peculiarity connected with this event was
that the weather, during ten days preceding the earthquake
and the week following it, was remarkably clear and mild. It
was also unusually dry for the time of the year.

Many accounts hiave been published of this memorable ca-
tastrophe, the effects of which were felt even as far as Germany
and Treland ; but most of these accounts are filled with inci-
dents of individual sufferings and hardships experienced during
the catastrophe, rather than with any particulars of the pheno-
mena observed during that extraordinary visitation.

There exists, however, a very rare pamphlet published in
Lisbon in 1756 by a printer called Manoel Soares, and
entitled: A new and faithful account of the earthquake
experienced in Lisbon and over Portugal on the 1st of Novem-
ber, 1755, with a few curious remarks and explanations of its
causes,” reproduced in the Comercio de Portugal, (October
31st, November 6th, 7th and 11th, 1886.) The author of this
very interesting pamphlet gives a full description of all the cir-
cumstances preceding and following the earthquake, and
informs us that, after the second shock a strong gale of wind
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